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Outline

 The changing lives of Europeans 

 Fertility and well-being

 “Replacement” migration?



The changing lives of Europeans

 The “calendar” of life has been
changing

 Longer permanence in the parental
home

 Later family formation & fertility

 (Longer life)









Fertility and well-being

 Fertility: nothing is like it used to be
even just three decades ago…



The relationship between fertility and development 
is reversing

Source: M. Myrskylä, H.-P. Kohler & F.C. Billari (2009) 
“Advances in Development Reverse Fertility Declines”, 
Nature, vol. 460.

Human Development Index (HDI)
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HDI TFR
Australia 0.966      1.77        
Norway 0.961      1.84        
Iceland 0.956      2.05        
Ireland 0.950      1.88        
Luxembourg 0.949      1.70        
Sweden 0.947      1.77        
Canada 0.946      1.51        
Netherlands 0.945      1.73        
Finland 0.945      1.80        
France 0.945      1.92        
United States 0.944      2.05        
Japan 0.943      1.26        
Denmark 0.943      1.80        
Switzerland 0.942      1.42        
Belgium 0.940      1.72        
New Zealand 0.938      2.00        
Spain 0.938      1.33        
United Kingdom 0.936      1.80        
Italy 0.934      1.32        
Austria 0.934      1.41        
Israel 0.922      2.82        
Greece 0.918      1.28        
Germany 0.916      1.36        
Slovenia 0.913      1.23        
S. Korea 0.911      1.08        



Fertility is now positively associated with happiness 
(subjective well-being)

Source: F.C. Billari (2009) “The Happiness Commonality: Fertility Decisions in Low 
Fertility Settings”. In UNECE, How Generations and Gender Shape Demographic Change. 
New York and Geneva: United Nations.



“Replacement” migration?

 In some countries, immigrants are 
“replacing” smaller birth cohorts



Source: F.C. Billari & G. Dalla-Zuanna “Is replacement migration actually taking place in 
lowest low fertility countries?”, work in progress. Data: UN Population Division.



We need good data 
sources….

Thank you!


