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In the current discussion on the Arab spring (an expression to be used with circumspection) there are various issues of major importance

Economy, Geography → Effective interest, but not single interests

(This is clear in the current stage of the Syrian-Turkish relations)

One of the paradoxes of the Arab world is the unbalanced concentration of wealth in an area and a huge demographical and cultural density in another. One of the challenges is to create the links and bridges which can joins the two areas to build a common future.

The history of the Arab world, before the oil was discovered, has nothing to do with today.

After World War 2, we moved towards a regional system determined by the main international streams of the post World War II: the decolonisation, the East-West conflict, the Non Aligned Movement, and the linked development, economical and ideological challenges.

-The rise of Egypt under Gamal Abdel Nasser marks the beginnings of multilateral relations institutionalised under the auspices of the League of Arab states

After the Israeli Arab war of June 1967, the fall of Nasser’s regime, the war of October 1973 the Camp David Treaty everything changes. A new balance emerged inside the Arab World in favour of the Gulf Countries and through them to the benefit of the OCI (Islamic Conference Organisation), facing the Arab nationalism mainstreams which grew and developed since the end of the 19th century in parallel with the growth of European nationalisms. 

The Arab nationalism aimed, among other purposes to transcend local “identities” and build links between the Arab constituents, states and societies. 

One of the fundamental parameters of the situation was - and still is- the building of citizenship in close defence of national Arab interests focalised principally during the period on the Question of Palestine. Building the balanced links between the challenges of the growth of democratic systems and the positive deployment of national legitimated self interests of the Arab states and their common organisation remains one of, the main challenges the Arab societies, states, peoples, and elites are facing.

Another question stressed by Pr. El-Kareh is the importance of acculturations in Arab societies due historically to close neighbourhood and common interests' life patterns increased by commercial exchanges and modern flows of economical emigration through the Arab world. 

In this order of ideas (citizenship and deep acculturations), the question of the so-called “minorities” has to be apprehended both under the perspective of targeting more integration inside the societies, especially  through respect of common law in a secularised public environment, on one hand, and through the respect of the specific identities shaped by history and social practices. 

From that point of view political and geopolitical projects based on fragmentation and/or atomisation of the Arab world are vectors of indefinite conflicts and are highly dangerous for the integrity of the societies themselves and for their neighbourhood and firstly for Europe  

-A renovated Arab league as well as the African Union can be the instrument  of “Effective Multilateralism” considered not as a set of institutional techniques targeting a simple regulation of the relations between states (which is a very short term view –changing interests can quickly turn to conflicts and violence…) but mainly a political project on long term range aspiring to build cooperation and positive interdependency between societies and states in the respect of their personalities and identities shaped by history.

-Pr El-Kareh considered that Libya is a huge problem for multilateralism in the Arab world because of the heavy malfunctioning of the institutional mechanisms in regard of the Chart of the League, the role of African Union and the rules of the United Nations.

A new definition of the relations between the Arab states and with the rest of the world is needed 

In the Arab world, people should be able to assume their historic responsibilities in order for everyone to build its own individual identity while respecting the common interest.

 

-Pr. El Kareh criticised the attitude and postures of the EU foreign policy and called for a real independent policy for the EU, based on positive and multilateral normative values, asking for building real bridges between states and societies facing difficulties, and banning the politics based on peremptory postures, threatens and ultimatums, where and while help and accompanying are requested. . 

-Work has to be done in the sense of reforms, for the well being of the people. In that order of idea civil society and states must not be opposed but helped to find the ways and institutional mechanisms of cooperation contributing to a positive and mastered evolution of the concerned societies considered as a whole.

 

-Concerning the Question of Palestine it is, and remains, the central issue of the situation in the Arab world, and for a real peace in this area. 

If a solution is found on this matter, the whole situation will stabilise the region. Beyond all loopholes concerning obligations, the only way to peace is the integral and non-selective application of international common law.

Multilateralism should also work effectively towards a peaceful solution to this conflict.

 

- Recommendations in this context of change: the EU should build new relations with Turkey (which is at the same time renewing its influent role in the Black sea region), new relations with Iran (based on mutual respect and understanding), and new relations with Arab World. Between these neighbours who share, beyond their specificities, history and geography, positive and constructive relations must be renewed, restoring in this geopolitical area the concept of “Common and Collective Security” developed by the Chart of the United Nations. A different European foreign policy can make things move in that way (building a common future based on the human and cultural wealth born from diversity), instead of exacerbating differences constituted by the movement of history.

During the debate Professor El-Kareh stressed also the following points:

· Development, especially in productive sectors must increase in the Arab world. The economy should not only based on gas and petrol

· Even if it is a fact that the big concentration of richness is in the Gulf we should not reduce the Arab world to the Gulf, to preserve future interest of both the Gulf societies and the Arab world.

· Is a huge challenge for the close future to join the poor and the rich areas.

· The multilateralism as defined above is positive and essential for international relations and for building a multi-polar world.

· It is essential to find the effective and common interests (politic, economic, democratic...)  between the different Arab countries - a win-win relation - and with the EU too

· The EU should have a real common and independent foreign policy, and the EU Parliament can be one of the main actors of this European challenge.

