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1) BACKGROUND

Two main events characterize the year 2011 from a political, social and economic point of view: the on-going, unresolved sovereign debt crisis in Europe and the Arab Spring, in North Africa and Middle East.  On its part, The EIN managed during 2011 to decisively contribute to the political debate within the EPP Group with a carefully organized series of seminars and breakfast meetings in strong cooperation with key experts from foundations and think tanks of our political family. In addition, the EIN further extended its network by organizing and co-organizing events outside of Brussels and in some cases outside the EU. 

In addition to the sovereign debt crisis and the Arab spring, EIN also covered the various topics of the on-going research being conducted by the 12 EIN Working Groups. A summary of the events is included in Annex A.  

At this point, I would like warmly thank the EPP Group Presidency for strongly supporting the work of the EIN during the past 10 years. In addition, I am grateful to the Board of the EIN and our members of staff for their contribution in organizing this year's extensive programme of activities.
As President Martens stated in Bucharest, at the opening of the Summer University, the EIN has come to maturity and become an essential instruments of EPP thinking and policy making.

Please allow me to draw the Presidency's attention in particular to fourth key subjects outlined in this report, namely: 
· EIN - TAG  (Washington)
•
the Results for the Summer University in Bucharest;
•
the EIN Strengths and Weaknesses analysis;
•
Proposed activities for 2012 and the budget.
2) RESULTS OF THE PROGRAMME FOR 2011

Breakfast Meetings

In 2011, The EIN Breakfast Meetings continued to provide to the MEPs of the EPP Group the opportunity to discuss subjects of topical interest with senior political researchers in the European Parliament in Brussels.  The format of the meeting has remained the same: The well-attended breakfast meetings begin with a short opening presentation given by senior an expert in the field of the given topic, followed by a discussion between EPP Group MEPs.  Speakers this year have included:

· Philippe Herzog, founding chairman of Confrontations Europe

· Walid Phares, Co Secretary General, Transatlantic Legislative Group on Counter Terrorism 

· Dr. Badr Abdelatty, Deputy Chief to the Mission, Embassy of Egypt

· Mark Fischer, Program Director of The German Marshall Fund of the United States
· Roland Freudenstein, Head of Research, Centre for European Studies

· Bashar Warda, Archbishop of Ebril in Ankawa, Iraq, and Emil Shimoun Nona, Chaldean Catholic Archbishop of Mosul, 
·  Prof. Rudolf El-Kareh, Professor of Social and Political Sciences and Epistemology

Working Group Seminars

The 2011 EIN Seminars were mainly concentrated on the two topics, which, as mentioned above, have remained in the limelight during the whole year, affecting the lives of millions in Europe and the rest of the world:

1) the Sovereign debt Crisis; Here the EIN Seminars concentrated in how a European Social Market Economy model can be strengthened and further developed on a regional, national and international level.  

2) the Arab Spring; Here the EIN Seminars mainly concentrated in its global impact. 

Further extending its scope, the EIN organized series events outside Brussels in cooperation with local think tanks.  In addition, the EIN organized or co-organized, events outside Europe, extending the EPP Group's network of Centre-right contacts, on an international level.
The following meetings outside Brussels were organized:

· PARIS EIN Seminars:

1)'Sustainable European Budgeting: Control of public spending across the continent: EU budget, national and regional'
· MADRID EIN Seminars:

1)'Rebuilding European Market Economy: Economic Governance and the future of the Welfare State'

2) Integration and Inclusion: 'Revolt in the Arab World: Challenges and Opportunities for a joint Transatlantic Policy' with FAES 

· MILAN EIN Seminar 'Rebuilding the European Social Market Economy: European values and the new social market economy: toward a stakeholder economy' 

· WASHINGTON EIN Seminar 'Effective multilateralism: Horizons of Transatlantic Cooperation'  with IRI, New America Foundation

3) EIN - TAG
In 2008, The Trans-Atlantic-Group on counter-terrorism was established under the leadership of Congresswoman Sue Myrick and EPP Group Vice-chair Jaime Mayor Oreja. The main motivation behind its founding was the evident need for the facilitation of a forum in which Members of the European Parliament, the US congress and the senate could exchange views on current problems in policy-making against post-9/11 jihadist terrorism. Since then, the TAG Group has been enlarging year after year both in members and in areas of interest put on discussion. 

This year's meeting in Washington, held within the context of EIN meetings organised in the capital of the US, provided a unique experience which allowed 11 MEP's, 8 Congressmen and 2 senators to draw important conclusions. The current format includes a general analysis of the political situation in both sides of the Atlantic in legislative issues of areas of permanent interest such as security, good governance and international trade. In addition, a number of current issues interests are included in the agenda. In the 2011 TAG meeting, special emphasis was given to the economic crisis and the Arab spring. 
4) EIN SUMMER UNIVERSITY IN BUCHAREST

Undoubtedly, the EIN summer University was the highlight of the 2011 programme of events. This year’s 10th EIN summer University took place in Bucharest. Once more, a big number of participants were present. These included key stakeholders, MEPs, members of national parliaments and governments, along with key representatives of European institutions. In addition, the strong presence of key players in Romanian politics and the Black Sea Region (amongst them the president, the prime-minister, and many ministers) proved the high importance given to the EIN summer University by the host country.  At this point, we have to underline that the members of the Romanian delegation in the EPP played a vital role in the organization of this event, largely contributing to its success.

The core theme for the 2011 meeting was: 'Centre-Right Answer to the Economic and Social Crisis: a Project for Europe'.  Among the key speakers were: Traian BĂSESCU, President of Romania;  Jerzy BUZEK, President of the European Parliament; Wilfried MARTENS, President of the EPP and former Prime Minister of Belgium; Yves LETERME, Prime Minister of Belgium; Emil BOC, Prime Minister of Romania,  Vlad FILAT, Prime Minister of the Republic of Moldova; Tigran SARGSYAN, Prime Minister of the Republic of Armenia;  Antonio TAJANI, Vice-President of the European Commission, Responsible for Industry and Entrepreneurship;  Dacian CIOLOS, European Commissioner in charge of Agriculture and Rural Development; Bela MARKO, Vice-Prime Minister of  Romania Teodor BACONSCHI, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Romania; Anca BOAGIU, Minister for Transportation and Infrastructure of Romania; Daniel FUNERIU, Minister for Education of Romania; Leonard ORBAN, Minister for European Affairs of Romania; Kelemen HUNOR, Minister for Culture and National Heritage of Romania; Iurie LEANCĂ, Minister of Foreign Affairs & European Integration, Republic of Moldova;  Roberta ANASTASE, President of the Chamber of Deputies, First Vice-Chairwoman of the PDL, Romania 

The international and growing global character of the Summer University was once more reaffirmed and further extended with speakers and participants from countries such as Japan, India, the United States, Russia, and Lebanon joining European colleagues for the discussions.  This enabled the EIN Summer University to reach important conclusions in a truly global perspective.  The network looks forward to further develop in 2012.

The 2011 EIN Summer University Agenda consisted of three special plenary sessions focused on areas of current regional, European and International interest, namely: ‘The Black Sea Region: Building up European Influence’,  ‘Priorities Arising from the Economic Crisis: towards an Economic Union’, 'The European Society in the 21st Century: Demography and Inclusion' . In addition, eight roundtables gave the participants the opportunity to reach in-depth, internationally oriented conclusions in strategic areas of European policy, namely: ‘The Black Sea Region: Security and Stability’, ‘The Black Sea Region: Energy as a Strategic and Integration Factor’, ‘New Political Populism and the Defence of Christian Democratic Values’, ‘A True Competitive Free Single Market for a Cohesive Continent within the Multi-Financial Framework - EU 2020’, ‘ The Balkan Region: in the Path towards the EU’, ‘Financial Market Regulation: Need for Global Coordination and Consistent Implementation’. ‘Europe 2020: towards an Innovative and Creative Society’, ‘The Transatlantic Community: a Renewed Global Player in the World’. The conclusions of the meetings that took place during the Summer University in Bucharest can be found in Annex B
About 400 European and International politicians, business leaders, academics, think-tankers and journalists took part in the Summer University, along with representatives of over thirty think-tanks and political foundations.  Participation by Members was again much higher than in any other external EPP Group meeting and the analysis of participant's shows that we are maintaining a good balance between the key sectors involved: MEPs, think-tanks, academics and institutional advisers. A full breakdown of participants, by country and by activity, is summarised in the tables in Annex C.
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5) EIN STRENGTHS AND WEAKNESSES AT THE END 2011

At the demand of the EIN President, a detailed analysis of EIN strengths and weaknesses was undertaken after the Bucharest Summer University as every year. It is based on interviews with experts of EIN working groups, senior fellows of think tanks, staff members of the EPP Group, and direct contacts between the EIN President and colleagues.

1) Strengths:

a) a solid network of more than 200 experts from every back-ground - academia, business, politics - ready to consult and lecture for free for the EPP Group ;

b) a well-established brand name in the field of European think-tanks; and among the 20 top political affiliated think tank of the world according to the Pennsylvania University Global ranking
c) a working cooperation, recently revived, with the most influential think-tanks as identified by McGann (University of Philadelphia World Think Tank Report) - CEPS, EPC, BRUEGEL, IFRI - as well as with all key  Centre-Right political foundations; CES - FAES - KAS - Res Publica - Fare Futuro - ...
d) a yearly focal point with the EPP Summer University: the most important meeting in Europe and in the World between legislators, think tanks and intellectuals;
e)  well-attended and targeted breakfast meetings in the European Parliament;
e) transatlantic cooperation with TAG, American Enterprise, CATO, Republican Institute; new transatlantic links being built with Brookings Institution and  German Marshall Fund;
f) a mid-term orientation useful to devise the next steps in political strategy: when everyone was discussing the origins of the crisis, EIN discussed recovery, mid-term social agenda. The future of Europe
d) Increased working cooperation with Working Groups, Horizontal Working Groups and Group's coordinators and rapporteurs in EP Committees.
e) Smooth collaboration -coordination with the EPP Party and the CES. The draft EIN Program is always presented to EPP-President Mr. Wilfried Martens, before being presented for approval to the EIN Board and the EPP Group presidency

2) Weaknesses:

a) very reduced permanent team for a long period of time that reduced the capacity to extend the network and develop really periodical series, briefing, papers;

b) EIN prime "group of users" - i.e. EPP MEPs - does not always express their needs as far as EIN is concerned: the EIN pool of experts is under-utilized, creating for some the feeling that the EIN is not fully integrated within the Group;

c) MEP attendance in monthly seminars is lower, compared with breakfast meetings or Summer University; while not being a problem for the brainstorm nature of these meetings, higher presence would be desirable. 
d) no capacity to finance and sub-contract research to think tanks.

e) the EIN Program is not yet fully harmonised with the priorities of the EPP Group in the legislative process to the detriment of a further collaboration on important issues with centre-right think-tanks and Political Foundations.
6) PROPOSED ACTIVITIES IN 2012

In preparation for the EPP congress of 2012 and the European Elections of 2014 the EIN Program for 2012 shall focus on a roadmap for growth and recovery. Particular attention will given to the reform agenda and the development of the Charter of Fundamental Rights; a Europe which successfully fights against rural exclusion, inequality, a true project of hope for the next generations.
At regional and global level: the EIN will concentrate on the follow up of the Arab Spring and the outcome of the democratization process in the Middle East. In addition, the EIN will deepen in the perspectives of New World Architecture; "European Governance vis-à-vis World Governance (Bretton Woods system: World Bank-IMF-WTO & the future role of BRICS)

In regard to the strengthening of the transatlantic relations and correlations; The Transatlantic Group (TAG) will remain one of the cornerstones of the EIN and further develop in 2012.
The EIN should be able to provide the Group with proposal which would bring optimism to the building of a more prosperous just and solidary society.

a) Working Groups

Please see the attached list of the EIN Working Groups for 2011 in Annex D.

The think-tanks and political foundations working with the EIN are also establishing a number of task-forces which will allow for joint policy formulation on specific subjects. 

b) Programme of activities

The core operations of the EIN are conducted through a series of policy Working Groups that meet primarily during the first half of each year in order to prepare the ground for the annual EIN Summer University.  A draft programme for 2012 has been prepared and is attached to this report in Annex E.
Over the past years the EIN has consciously chosen to hold a number of meetings in capital cities other than Brussels so as to develop cooperation with think-tanks on the ground across the Union.  This ensures that the EIN broadens and consolidates the EPP Group's network of centre-right contacts throughout Europe, giving the EPP Group a unique policy-making advantage over the other political groups in the European Parliament.

c) Draft Budget

A draft budget for 2012 is attached in Annex G, based on that for the previous three years.

Finally, I am grateful to colleagues in the Presidency and the Group, and to all those active members of the network who have contributed considerable time and effort to make 2012 another successful year for the EIN. 

Jaime Mayor Oreja MEP

November 2011
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SUMMARY OF EIN EVENTS IN 2011
26 January 

BRUSSELS

Breakfast meeting 'Re building the European social market Economy: the completion of the Single Market: what priorities'

(WG1)

EIN Seminar 'Integration and inclusion: Have integration policies failed? What role for the EU?' 
09 February

BRUSSELS

Breakfast meeting 'Integration and inclusion: Jihadism in EU' (WG5) 

EIN Seminar 'Integration and inclusion: What Policies towards Islam?' 

 (WG5) - jointly with CES

17 March

PARIS


EIN Seminar 'Sustainable European Budgeting: Control of public spending across the continent: EU budget, National and Regional'
21-22 March

MADRID

EIN Seminar

1) 'Rebuilding European Market Economy: Economic Governance and the   future of the Welfare State'


2) Integration and Inclusion: 'Revolt in the Arab World: 


    
Challenges and Opportunities for a joint Transatlantic Policy'

(WG3) with FAES

30 March

BRUSSELS


Breakfast meeting: Integration and Inclusion: Latest Developments in the Mediterranean
23-24 May

MILAN

EIN Seminar 'Rebuilding the European Social Market Economy: European values and the new social market economy: toward a stakeholder economy' (WG5) 

01 June


BRUSSELS

Breakfast meeting 'the fall of Soviet Union'

13-16 June

WASHINGTON

EIN Seminar 'Effective multilateralism: Horizons of Transatlantic Cooperation'

(WG7 - 9 - 10) with IRI

29 June

BRUSSELS

Breakfast meeting 'Effective multilateralism: Horizons of Transatlantic Cooperation. Report on the Washington Seminar'



(WG9) - jointly with Res Publica/Magna Carta and others

07 September

BRUSSELS

Breakfast meeting 'Why the pro-democracy movements in the Middle East are failing to guaranty freedom of religion'
22-23-24 
BUCHAREST

September
"A Centre Right Answer to the Economic and Social Crisis: a Project for Europe"



EIN Summer University

19 October

BRUSSELS 

EIN Seminar 'Sustainable Budgeting in Europe: Issues and Instruments of European Defence'
(WG 7)

Tuesday

BRUSSELS 15h-18h 

08 November

EIN Review Meeting with think tanks and working groups 




Discussion of programme 2012

09 November

BRUSSELS




EIN Seminars 'Rebuilding the European Social Market Economy
A New Health Issue for the Union: Nutrition and Education'

23 November

BRUSSELS




Board Meeting

30 November

BRUSSELS

Breakfast meeting 'Effective multilateralism: Partners for the EU Interest in Sub-Saharian Africa & Middle East'
New task forces:

- China

- Financial regulation

* In preparation of the visit of the Group Presidency. Not in the EIN Budget
Annex B
Conclusions of the EIN Summer University in Bucharest

Plenary Session I: The Black Sea Region: Building up European Influence

The 1st Plenary session of EIN Summer University in Bucharest was chaired by the Vice-Chairman of the EPP Group in the European Parliament, Mr. Ioannis KASOULIDES MEP. Mr. Traian UNGUREANU MEP, draftsman of the report on Black Sea Strategy served as the rapporteur.

The following conclusions were elaborated:
· The only possible solution to prevent succession of crisis in the Black Sea region is more Europe.

· A lot of discussions are about the Southern dimension, and that is rightfully so. However, the South is not per se a problem; the true problem is the idea that the Eastern dimension is a solved matter in Europe.
· A key element is the increase in power regarding the role of a mediator of the EU in the Black Sea region.

· The regional approach model, which has already been used in the Baltic and the Danube Strategies is of great the importance when discussing about the Black Sea region. 

· Blocking Romania and Bulgaria from joining the Schengen area is an enormous mistake and directly conducive to a dilution of trust of the Eastern flank of the EU. With major consequences regarding the EU security. 
Round Table - The Black Sea Region: Security and Stability. 
The round table was chaired by the Vice-Chairman of the EP Committee on Petitions Mr. Carlos José ITURGAIZ ANGULO MEP. Mr. Walid PHARES, Co-Secretary General of Transatlantic Legislative Group on counter Terrorism (TAG) served as the rapporteur.

The discussion remarks focused on the various ethnic conflicts ranging from the North Caucuses-Chechnya and Daghestan to Nagorno Karabach, Georgia, and the Kurdish problem in Turkey

Ethnic conflicts not addressed can generate into security issues and attract terror activities. 

In the southern coast of the Black Sea, particularly Turkey, there the three main issues: 

· The old Cyprus problem still lingering;

· The escalating tensions between the AKP Government and Israel; and

· The Turkish positions towards the Arab Spring, particularly the Turkish tensions with the Assad regime in Syria, as well as Ankara's relations with Iran and Lebanon.
Round Table - The Black Sea Region: Energy as a Strategic and Integration Factor: 
Chairwoman: The roundtable was chaired by Mrs. Pilar DEL CASTILLO MEP, Chairwoman of the EIN Working Group 'Energy and Environment'. Mr. Ranier FSADNI, served as rapporteur on behalf of the EIN Working Group 3.

The discussion was framed by two issues:
· First, there is the strategic need for Europe to ensure a secure supply of energy, where ‘secure’ is taken to mean both safe and reliable. 
· Second, there is the recognition that energy lies at the core of the European integration project from its origins as a Coal and Steel Community. 

The two issues overlap because, in a world with increasingly competing demands for energy supply (and source diversification), the EU will need to be active in cooperating with third countries to guarantee its supply; in certain cases that guarantee would be stronger in the context of wider institutional cooperation and integration, within the current EU-27 and beyond.

Plenary Session II Priorities Arising from the Economic Crisis: towards an Economic Union
The Plenary session was chaired by member of the EP Committee on 'Economic and Monetary Affairs Markus FERBER MEP. Mr.Ross WALKER served as rapporteur on behalf of the EIN Working Group 1

There two main points of focus: 

· measures to improve the functioning of the ‘real economy’ (with  a particular emphasis on the SME sector) 

· Immediate priorities arising from the financial crisis. 

In addition:

· Measures should be implemented to fully extend, or enhance, the SEM (the fields of telecoms and energy policy were identified as key sectors for such action). 

· EU Budget policy should be focused more on investment expenditure, especially where fragile private sector confidence needed bolstering. 

· EU structural funds should be focused mainly on small & medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) 

· Measures to speed-up legislative procedures may well be warranted.

Round Table - New Political Populism and the Defence of Christian Democratic Values
The roundtable was chaired by Mr. Jan OLBRYCHT MEP, Chairman of the EIN Working Group on 'Values and Liberties'. Mr. Federico EICHBERG, served as rapporteur of the EIN Working Group 5

· Europe is experiencing a mounting, new brand of populism which is fueled by objective circumstances of uneasiness and discomfort vis à vis the growing immigration on the one hand and by the heavy crisis of the last years on the other hand. 

· Both social phenomena are worsened by the decreasing role (sometimes close to incapacity) of States, lacking resources to promote social policies for citizens and integration policies for immigrants. 

· Populist and xenophobic movements exploit and instrumentalize legitimate feelings of identity and aspiration to recovery among citizens proposing easy solutions of “social refolding” and closure, while igniting feelings of fear, of localism and short-termism

· This social refolding produces a growing distrust to the future, and, as a result distrust on institutions embodied by a low turnout in political consultations and a constant decrease in demographic trends. 

Round Table - A True Competitive Free Single Market for a Cohesive Continent within the Multi-Financial Framework - EU 2020

The roundtable was chaired by the Head of the Romanian Delegation Mr. Teodor STOLOJAN MEP. Dirk HUDIG, Chairman of the EIN Working Group 2 served as rapporteur

· The Political relevance of the Single market: The relevance of the Single market needs to be communicated to citizens, so that the benefits are more widely appreciated The political significance of the Single Market is a basis for recreating confidence in the ability of the EU to economic to grow. 
· Administrative reforms: A fast track procedure is needed to have the ability to respond to a crisis. The Six Pack measures have taken many months to put into place. Where bureaucracy reduces the ability of SMEs to develop and create employment, rules should be simplified.

· SMEs and employment: There are 23 million SMEs in the EU. Public procurement is one of the instruments that can be used to encourage innovation and new enterprise. Access to finance is critical since many SMEs do not have collateral they can offer banks, and banks are becoming increasingly risk averse.
· From analysis to action: has a political majority on the continent at a very difficult time. The challenge for the EPP family is to give the right impulses to generate confidence, investment and growth that will lead to more employment. 

 Round Table - The Balkan Region: in the Path towards the EU

The roundtable was chaired by Chairwoman of the EP Committee on 'Culture and Education' Mrs Doris PACK MEP, Member of the EPP Group in the European Parliament, , Mr Staffan JERNECK, served as rapporteur on behalf of the EIN Working Group 8 

The following issues were elaborated and seen to be of particular importance:

· There was a strong agreement that it is essential to have put in place the judiciary. It is not only a question of having a formal legal system but in particular that it is in operation and implemented. 
· EU made Visa liberalisation possible for the Balkan countries, but this facility has, however, been severely abused and used without responsibility.
· The EU can generate peace, security and political stability in the region.  The prospects of a closer cooperation with the EU should be seen as a driver for change
· The good example of Croatia – which most probably will become the 28th member of the EU 1 July 2013 - should be studied as a illustrative example of how a country can improve, modernize and adopt necessary changes to become fit for EU membership.
· Foreign direct investments will be an important driver for modernisation and development.
Round-Table - Financial Market Regulation: Need for Global Coordination and Consistent Implementation The roundtable was chaired by , Vice-Chairman of the EPP Group in the European Parliament Mr. Othmar KARAS MEP Mr Ansgar TIETMEYER, Delegate of the Management Board for EU Affairs, of  Deutsche Bank AG served as rapporteur.
Key Messages from the Round Table: 

· Coordination and implementation of the G20 regulatory suggestions needs to be improved.

· Impact assessment of cumulative effects of the different regulatory initiatives must ensure that regulation does not lead to unintended consequences, especially for the real economy.

· More competition between and less reliance on CRAs.

· Regulation needs to be implemented in a consistent way across borders, to avoid arbitrage. EU should only move ahead if US follows.

· With an international resolution scheme, less need for additional capital charges for G-SIFIs.

· Too much inter-governementalism in the EU. More federalism and federal principles needed.

· FTT will not provide more financial stability and may lead to distortive effects (fiscal arbitrage). Costs will have to be borne by the consumers.

Plenary Session III - The European Society in the 21st Century: Demography and Inclusion

The Plenary session was chaired by EPP Coordinator of 
the EP Committee on 'Employment and Social Affairs' Mr Csaba ÖRY MEP, Mr Jean PENDERS, former Member of the EPP Group in the European Parliament served as rapporteur on behalf of the EIN Working Group 4, 

The main topics discussed: Population ageing, Population decline, Immigration, Integration and Inclusion:
· Ageing and decline of the population in the EU member states are serious problems.

· Population ageing will create financing problem for health care systems and pensions. 

· We shall have to raise the retirement age to at least 67 or 68.

· EU population will shrink from 493 million inhabitants to 472 million. 

· All over Europe, and especially in France, the level of average number of children per woman seems to be improving. Family-friendly and child-friendly policies should be encouraged and further developed

· In regard to International immigration, we have to develop EU thinking and regulations concerning double citizenship.

· How to manage ageing and decline? Our first task is to assure that there will be enough economic growth in the future. 

Round Table - Europe 2020: towards an Innovative and Creative Society 
The roundtable was chaired by Member of the European Conservatives and Reformists Group in the European Parliament and Chairman of the EP Committee on 'Internal Market and Consumer Protection' Mr. Malcolm HARBOUR MEP. Mr. Andreas TEGGE, Vice President of SAP (EU Government Relations) served as rapporteur
Main conclusions of the interventions and discussion:
· The EU 2020 strategy contains the right tools and measures to develop Europe into an innovative and creative society. Europe is not moving fast enough. And there is a risk that Europe is falling behind other regions in terms of its innovations capacity, job creation and competitiveness.
· Skills development: Europe needs to develop a critical mass of talents, especially engineers and scientists. At the same time, we need to attract the best talents in the world by creating attractive framework conditions for them. 
· Research and innovation: Public funding for research should be increased for both – despite the current budgetary constraints. However, EU and national research programmes must be more focused and better aligned. 
· SMEs: All participants agreed that the innovation capacity of SME in Europe is too low, especially if one considers that SMEs are the backbone of the European economy. 
· Regulatory framework: All participants stressed the need for a proper regulatory framework to promote innovation. First, common EU-wide standards and regulations were regarded as essential for the scalability and market penetration of new products and services. 
Round Table - The Transatlantic Community: a Renewed Global Player in the World
The round table was chaired by Chairwoman of the EIN Working Group on 'Transatlantic Relation, 'Mrs. Godelieve QUISTHOUDT-ROWOHL MEP, Member of the EPP Group in the European Parliament. Mr. Roland FREUDENSTEIN, served as rapporteur on behalf of the EIN Working Group 9
Transatlantic relations are increasingly characterized by three strategic developments:

· A relative decline of Europe and North America in comparison to emerging powers, epitomized by (but by no means limited to) the debt and growth crisis on both sides of the Atlantic – making more intensive Transatlantic cooperation a clear priority, in the eyes of WG 9.

· A continuation of the habitual blend of ritualized incantations of partnership and mutual frustrations below the surface, now accompanied by a palpable decline in US popular interest in Europe as a partner, in favor of Asia (cf. GMF Transatlantic Trends).

· In addition to this, the emergence of the Arab Spring and the increasingly precarious security situation around Israel and Palestine, have created formidable challenges for transatlantic cooperation concerning international security as well as democracy promotion.

Annex C
Analysis of Participants at the 20011 Summer University by Sector

	Academic
	17

	Business
	32

	EU & International
	13

	ex MEP
	2

	International
	3

	Journalist
	129

	MEP
	48

	MP
	5

	Others
	49

	Political Advisor
	10

	Political Parties
	11

	Think Tanks & Foundations
	57
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Annex D
European Ideas Network

List of Working Groups for 2012
Thema 1 The Economy and the Environment

Work to be conducted in coordination of the EPP WG "Economy and Environment", under chairmanship of Corien Wortmann-Kool

EIN WG: The Economic and Financial Recovery

Chairman: Gunnar Hökmark

Rapporteurs: Michael Wohlgemut and Ross Walker

Permanent experts: Jacques Delpla, Stefano Riela (Respublica), Jakob von Weisäcker (Bruegel), Henri Lepage (Institut Turgot)

EIN WG: Social Market Economy

Chairman: Dirk Hudig

Rapporteur: Richard Hume-Rothery

Permanent experts: Yann Algan (Sciences Po), Christian Stoffaes (CEPII), Lothar Funk, Dietmar Alper

EIN WG: Energy and Environment

Chairman: Pilar del Castillo

Raporteur: Ranier Fsadni (AZAD)

Permanent experts: Gabriel Calzada (Madrid), Susan Nies (IFRI), Antonio Hurtado (Physics, Dresden), Sara Pini (Robert Schuman, Paris)

Task forces on Digital Economy (Chairman: Malcolm Harbour, Rapporteur: Andreas Tegge), Financial regulation (Chairman Burkhard Balz - Rapporteur Angsar Tietmayer)

Thema 2 Governance and Values

Work to be conducted in coordination of the EEP WG "Legal affairs and civil rights" under chairmanship of Manfred Weber

EIN WG: European Demographic Challenge: Immigration and family policies

Chairman: Gabriella Vukovich

Rapporteur: Jan Penders

EIN WG: Values and Liberties

Chairman: Jan Olbrycht

Rapporteur: Federico Eichberg (Farefuturo)

Permanent experts: Philippe Nemo, Eric Hochleitner (Akademie der OWP), Hans Kaiser (KAS, Budapest), Allan Janick (Innsbrück University)

EIN WG: European Governance: implementing the Lisbon Treaty

Chairman: Iñigo Méndez de Vigo

Rapporteur: Frédéric Allemand (Sciences Po)

Permanent experts: Prof. Herdingen, Graham Mather (European Policy Forum), Jean-Dominique Giuliani (Robert Schuman), Michael Wohlgemuth (Walter Euken Institute)

EIN WG: Making Europe a safer place

Chairman: Jaime Mayor Oreja

Rapporteur: Anthony Glees (Oxford)

Permanent experts: Walid Fares (TAG)

Thema 3 Foreign Affairs

Work to be conducted in coordination of the EPP WG "Foreign Affairs", under chairmanship of Ioannis Kasoulides

EIN WG: Neighbourhood Policies

Chairman: Françoise Grossetête

Rapporteur: Steffan Jarneck (CEPS)

Permanent experts: Michael Emerson (CEPS), Michel Foucher (Robert Schuman), Manfred Scheich (Akademie der OWP) 

EIN WG: Transatlantic Relations

Chairman: Godelieve Quisthoudt-Rowohl

Rapporteur: Roland Freudenstein (CES)

Permanent experts: Werner Fasslabend (Akademie der OWP), Jamie Shea

EIN WG: Globalization and International Trade

Chairman: Daniel Caspari

Rapporteur: Hans Glatz

Permanent experts: Fernando Navarette (FAES), Christina Langhorst (KAS), André Sapir (BRUEGEL), Barin Baran Battacharya (Nehru University, New-Dehli)

An EIN Task force on European Foreign Service may be constituted among interested think tanks.

AnnexE
 [image: image6.jpg]EPP-ED




European Ideas Network

2012 Programme

DRAFT

 

11 January 

BRUSSELS

- Breakfast meeting 'Russia in stalemate or influx? Towards a pragmatic EU Strategy'
19-20 January

BERLIN

- Seminar 'Long-term growth: organizing the stability and attractiveness of European Financial Markets'

(WG1, TF Financial regulation) 

08 February




- Breakfast meeting 'How can the trust in the ECB and EFSF 


be enhanced?'

- Seminar 'Long-term growth: The EU Budget & Financial Perspective: strategic spending in a time of shortage of resources'

07 March



- Seminar 'Long-term growth: Reforming pension schemes & social security'

11 April



- Breakfast meeting 'EU at risk: Pooling and sharing more common in defence in face of rapidly decreasing available fiscal resources: wishful or necessity?'




- Seminar 'A follow up of the Arab Spring: The EU role in helping 
to enroot 



democracy, rules of law and inclusiveness'
16 May



- Breakfast meeting 'EU at risk: Should EU revise its trade strategy with India'

- Seminar 'Long-term growth: Clues for a more competitive Europe both internally and externally: a true internal market source of mobility and employment'  

06 June



- Breakfast meeting: 'EU at risk: Trans-border crime in Schengen space, a challenge for JMA policies'




- Seminar 'Long-term growth: An efficient fiscal policy to fight corruption & contribute to social justice'

27 June 





- Breakfast meeting 'The civil society response to social fracture'




- Seminar 'A Centre Right Answer to social exclusion & inequality:




a project of hope for new generations'

09-12 July

WASHINGTON



Seminars



- 'Meeting of the Transatlantic Group'


 
- 'A new world architecture: European Governance - World 

   
Governance'



(World Bank, IMF, BRICS, Breton Woods, United Nations, ...)


05 September

BRUSSELS




Breakfast meeting
04-05-06

WIESBADEN
October

EIN Summer University

17 October


 


- Breakfast meeting 'EU at risk: A response to the rise of populism & anti system movements in Europe'

- Seminar 'Re-vitalising the Centre: politics, pluralism and common good'


14 November


- Seminar 'The importance of Education in a creation of a prosperous and respectful society or strategies aimed at changing the productive model through permanent education'
05 December


- Seminar 'Long term growth: How to optimise European Energy Grids'

Task Forces

- Black Sea Region

- Secular State and the intervention of churches in public life: rebuilding society
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