Proposal for the EIN calendar 2012

1/ Euro zone sovereign over indebtedness and subsequent bank capital 
crisis: 
- how do we achieve the needed complementary financial, fiscal, and 
macroeconomic policy integration (i.e. TFEU changes) deeply and 
quickly enough in order to address the root causes of the current 
acute crisis (because fiscal transfers and guarantees alone will not 
work)? 
- how can the trust in the ECB be restored? 
- in the longer term: how can the legitimacy of European integration 
among EU citizens, which is currently evaporating in a dramatic rate 
in both donor and aid recipient countries, be restored again? 
- how can EU states ever repay, or at least reduce, their public debt? 
- How do we communicate the fact that (in face of accumulated debt, 
but also in face of demographic numbers) the recent and current 
standard of living in the EU will not be sustainable, even if we 
achieve great successes in reform and growth? 
- EU institutions accountability: when and how will personal failures 
in COM, ECB, and other European institutions, that contributed to the 
current existential crisis, be held accountable? 

2/ EU in the world - diminishing power
3/ "PRACTICAL steps needed to adjust the European Social Model and Directives to encourage SMEs to hire more people".

4/ The true value of the internet - a recipe for EU jobs and growth

5/ survey some economic/fiscal/social issues that I regard as very important with respect to the future of European Social Market Economies.
6/ the study choices of the young and employment possibilities for them differ considerably. My estimate was that approximately 30% of the freshmen of, let say 98, will never be able to work in their profession. On the other hand there was not enough interest for studies, which are in high demand on the job market. This leads to a very worrisome situation that we have at the same time many unemployed graduates and many open positions. The problem is that the fields of study do not mach. My observations are made on the example of Slovenia, I, however, believe that the situation in most of the EU countries is not much different. Moreover many of the present day protesters across the World and Europe are coming out of these unemployed and unemployable graduates.
7/ I believe that it would be worthwhile to address this problem in the framework of the seminars: Rebuilding the European social market economy and search for a solution to it. The unemployable young graduates on one side and the high demand for graduates in other professions are an important social and economic issue. It should be addressed in the framework of our value system: freedom and therefore freedom of choice, however also to responsibility of each one of us for his decisions. 
8/ tratamos de argumentar la importancia de contar en mayor medida con las Administraciones Locales en el desarrollo e implementación de programas de prevención y promoción de la salud en los Estados miembros la UE.

Es por ello que le agradeceríamos trasladara esta propuesta a los órganos rectores de la EIN de cara a poder llevar a cabo cuantas acciones estimen convenientes sobre este tema, en el marco de los nuevos planteamientos sobre salud en la UE: Salud Pública & Gobiernos Locales.

9/ Nutrition and EU development policy - feeding the world versus food security
10/ Common EU energy security / policies 
How can we 
- optimize European energy grids? 
- communalize and optimize the use of currently national resources for 
the promotion of so-called "renewable energy" sources (spent the money 
where it makes best use, e.g. solar thermal energy in Spain and Italy, 
and offshore wind energy in the North Sea, instead of a little bit of 
everything in all nations)? 
- optimize the diversification of EU external energy sources in order 
to maintain the best mix, and the minimum dependence on insecure 
supply regions? 

11/ Access to raw materials - from rare earth to gas, the EU's resource dilemma

12/ The shift to a bio-based economy - the end of oil..

13/ "Promoting a family perspective in Europe:

how to overcome the threat of demographic winter and family breakdown".

The objectives of the seminar could be the following:

-Brief presentation on the current situation on demography and family

breakdown in Europe. Causes and consequences.

-Comparative analysis on family policies in European countries. Gaps and

opportunities.

-Best practices exchange on promoting a family perspective in Europe.

-Proposals for action

14/ to reconsider the origins of the political values upon which our concept of Europe rests and their meaning today in terms of the idea of 1) "true politics" and political leadership, 2) pluralist dialogue in politics and 3) the striving for a common good with a view to re-vitalizing the European centre.

I should like to continue to explore these issues relating to 

encountering The Other in politics  in the religious (Christian-Muslim), ethnic (immigration & integration) and economic (social market) conflicts about identity and European identity as we seek to develop a functioning politics of inclusion.

I believe that all this requires inter alia an intensive 

re-consideration of the relationship between EU politics and politics in the national states and especially how the two can be more closely co-ordinated.

15/ "Facilitating integration via intercultural dialogue". It could be coordinated in collaboration with the Platform for Intercultural Europe (PIE). Our Foundation Society and Education is a partner of this Platform and would be happy to contribute in its organisation if needed. We have published the Report Intercultural Dialogue in Spain: a requirement for education and a culture of peace with the collaboration of the Education Ministry.
16/ the current crisis, the revision of the Treaties (yes or not), the reform of the Euro zone, the "European Economic Government

17/ "Strategies aimed at changing the productive model through permanent education". There is a deficit in the mean educational levels and a high percentage of population in lower educational levels. Taking into consideration that there is a strong correlation among productivity, employment and educational level, permanent education has been one of the key objectives of the EU since 2002, and an essential part of both the Lisbon and the Europe 2020 strategies. The EU insistently calls Member States to advance with determination in the improvement of the educational level of human capital as a key factor for social progress and also as an unavoidable way to overcome our current crisis.
18/ CFSP / EDSP 
- how can we get more common defence punch out of rapidly decreasing 
available fiscal resources, i.e. how do we further standardize and 
rationalize military & intelligence assets, and communalize 
procurement? 
- how can we add missing essential capabilities that allow more 
genuine EU missions without dependency on U.S. resources? 
- some 18 years after the (theoretical) CFSP establishment with the 
Maastricht Treaty: how can we come closer to real common EU-27 
strategic threat and risk perceptions, and develop a coherent and 
consequential CFSP that actually deserves the name? 

19/ Internal and frontier security 
- how can we further integrate JHA policies, particularly police and 
intelligence, so as to assure that the Schengen regime does not 
disproportionately benefit trans-border crime? (and thus make policies 
such as the recent Danish steps unnecessary) 
- How can we integrate our common external frontier policies and 
protection / immigration policies in a way that fairly balances 
burdens, promotes common EU interest, and at the same time remains 
humane towards those who want to seek their fortunes in the EU, but 
cannot be admitted? 

20/ I think it will be interesting to work deeply in questions related with the Arab Revolt and its possible consequences for the EU. Other subjects are today's Turkey, Muslim Brotherhood, Peace Process, Intercultural and Interreligious dialogue and freedom of religion...

21/ The central pillar of our activities in 2012 will be a research project 
entitled DEFINING RESPONSES TO RISE OF EXTREMISM IN EUROPE. This topic 
we propose to include in the EIN agenda priorities. 

In this project in cooperation with Centre for European Policy Studies 
(Michael Emerson) and League of Human Rights (Czech-based) we will be 
focusing on looking for a response of the central-right political 
parties in Europe to the far-right and populist parties and movements at 
the time of continuous immigration pressure and economic difficulties. 
In other words: How should the EPP parties face the rise of the far-right. 

Among the project outcomes will be (by 2013): 
-       proposal of typology of extremist parties 
-       clear identification of similarities and differences between discourse 
and activities of extreme right-wing political parties directed against 
Muslim minorities in the Western Europe and Roma communities in 
Central/Eastern Europe 
-       solutions for mainstream political parties to weaken extremist 
political parties and securing European democratic values – this should 
include acceptable and objective debate about coexistence with Muslims 
and danger of political Islam mainly in Western Europe and need of 
practical and effective policies to integrate Roma especially in CEE 
-       identification of ways how to measure success of integration of 
ethnical minorities and immigrants in European countries – this should 
include debate on safe collection of ethnical data in order to make 
antidiscrimination policies more effective and measurable and to 
challenge argumentation used by extremist political parties. 

22/ Integration and growth in the EU perimeter 
- with previous accession policies reaching a natural limit (unless 
substantial further integration steps are fully implemented first): 
how can we promote integration, growth, freedom, and democracy among 
those neighboring countries / regions that cannot get a realistic full 
accession perspective - in order to establish a secure perimeter of 
stable, and friendly neighboring regions in very close exchange with 
the EU? 

23/ After DOHA - the need for a new Trans-Atlantic deal?

24/ I remember a lack of ownership by some chairmen/rapporteurs (some 
of them were not at the final meeting on Saturday morning in 
Bucharest); maybe it is time to reshuffle them. 

I think that being the largest Group in the EP and thus having the 
largest network of Institutions (e.g. Foundations and Think tanks) is 
great. However, in order to foster cooperation within EIN we need, 
first of all, information about each other. 
For this reason I’ve proposed the idea of EIN papers, which goes 
beyond listing them on the website, but each chairman/rapporteur 
should “control” this process and asking everyone who has been part in 
a working group meeting, to send his/her own contribution. 
Moreover, it would be nice to have a map of foundations/think tanks 
belonging to EIN which gives the following information: 
- if the Institution is close to EPP political view, and if it is 
linked to a political party in its own Country; 
- what are topics in the interest of the Institution (there should be 
a pre-defined list of 20/30 topics e.g.). 
By having these info, it would be easier to find a partner for joint 
activities (e.g. conferences, papers...). 
25/  In order to make the EIN very successful and particularly the EIN Summer Universities I think that we need some preparatory work. It could be very useful to have the working groups convening approximately twice in between summer university meetings in order to let the process and discussion go forward from one September meeting to another. It would also be good to set the venue and dates for the next Summer University as quickly as possible. One should perhaps also consider to having a meeting followed by dinner hosted by you with all the chairs and rapporteurs to exchange experiences, and where we look forward.
26/ Responsibility to protect populations from genocide, war crimes, ethnic cleansing and crimes against humanity 
138. Each individual State has the responsibility to protect its populations from
genocide, war crimes, ethnic cleansing and crimes against humanity. This
responsibility entails the prevention of such crimes, including their incitement,
through appropriate and necessary means. We accept that responsibility and
will act in accordance with it. The international community should, as
appropriate, encourage and help States to exercise this responsibility and
support the United Nations in establishing an early warning capability.
 

139. The international community, through the United Nations, also has the
responsibility to use appropriate diplomatic, humanitarian and other peaceful
means, in accordance with Chapters VI and VIII of the Charter, to help protect
populations from genocide, war crimes, ethnic cleansing and crimes against
humanity. In this context, we are prepared to take collective action, in a timely
and decisive manner, through the Security Council, in accordance with the
Charter, including Chapter VII, on a case-by-case basis and in cooperation
with relevant regional organizations as appropriate, should peaceful means be
inadequate and national authorities manifestly fail to protect their populations
from genocide, war crimes, ethnic cleansing and crimes against humanity. We
stress the need for the General Assembly to continue consideration of the
responsibility to protect populations from genocide, war crimes, ethnic
cleansing and crimes against humanity and its implications, bearing in mind
the principles of the Charter and international law. We also intend to commit
ourselves, as necessary and appropriate, to helping States build capacity to
protect their populations from genocide, war crimes, ethnic cleansing and
crimes against humanity and to assisting those which are under stress before
crises and conflicts break out.
(2005 World Summit Outcome Document)
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