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DRAFT Conclusions 

of the EIN Summer University in Bucharest

A Centre-Right Answer to the Economic and Social Crisis: 

a Project for Europe

European Ideas Network organised its 10th Summer University from the 22nd to the 24th of September in Bucharest (Romania) on the "Centre-Right Answer to the Economic and Social Crisis: a Project for Europe". 

The answer is more Europe, more responsibility and more solidarity. The ideal of the United States of Europe has been re-launched: 

Priorities Arising from the Economic Crisis: towards an Economic Union

Our main task is to re-launch the European Project; we have to overcome an identity crisis as well as a confidence crisis. This can only be achieved via a European response.

Measures have to be taken at European level to avoid stagnation. We have to design a project that will deliver the same kind of response that the Single Market Project delivered in 1992 to the 1980's persistent "Euro-sclerosis".

Lack of response will lead to increasing populism. 

Long term solutions might lead to Treaty changes: Economic Governance (retirement age, pension schemes, labour market rules...);

In order to regain the trust of markets and investors we have to focus on stimulating the real economy.

The Internal market revisited project is part of the answer in order to stimulate growth and employment 

Investing and supporting a visionary industrial policy as well.

RD, innovation related to the industrial sector need to be supported.

We have to support the internationalization of SMEs.

New Political Populism and the Defence of Christian Democratic Values

Roots of populism lay on the fears generated by the current economic and social crisis.Politics is about governing the fear and not governing through the fear. Populism consists in a distortion of the truth and the denial of the European vision of reality, which is a vision based on confidence and the attitude to discover and explore what is different and unknown. 

Politicians have to bridge the gap with citizens through a new courageous political pedagogy which can help to make a distinction between the truth and the lie. To overcome the current impasse it takes a fearless political leadership which could restore with determination among citizens the confidence towards Europe. It's important to reiterate with conviction our Christian Democrats values and reaffirm our pro-European thinking, originated by our Founding Fathers, as answer to the current crisis of confidence in the European project, and with the perspective of the United States of Europe.

A True Competitive Free Single Market for a Cohesive Continent within the Multi-financial Framework - EU 2020 

The debate revealed several issues on which urgent actions are needed:

- 
the huge potential of the Single Market which is not yet fully exploited to boost growth and job creation;

- 
the importance of repairing confidence through the single Market ;

- 
the necessity to involve more in the effective implementation of the Single Market set at all levels of government ;

- 
the significance of the Single Market in terms of citizens

- 
tax harmonization 

- 
lighting up bureaucracy and administration

- 
incentives by governments

Action on these issues could allow an effective response to the crisis and help consolidate the Single Market.

Europe 2020: towards an Innovative and Creative Society 

The EU 2020 has the right approach but needs money to succeed. Therefore, it's important to increase the EU budget for R&D, despite of the crisis situation, and to avoid over-regulation. 

It takes an inter-institutional common understanding of the benefits of soft law and impact assessment.

Fast-track procedures should be considered to answer to the fact that Europe is falling behind other regions and we are simply not moving fast enough. We should avoid unnecessary uncertainties and better communicate benefits of new technologies to consumers.

Besides, definition of common standards has always helped EU to compete, while fragmentation of credit is hampering effective financing.

Innovation needs a modernised and dynamic industrial sector; research needs to be turned into innovation

We need to reverse the tendency of a risk adverse environment. A balanced approach combining both risk and consumer's concerns is necessary to built trust and attract investment and talents.

It is imperative to create a critical mass of top talents (skills) and we have to be able to keep them in Europe. Reforming university and education is necessary. Focus should be put on entrepreneurship skills and incentives. Public-private partnerships and the role of the European Institute of Technology is important. Structural Funds need to play a key supporting role. SME's should have their access to public procurement and credit facilitated. 

Financial Market Regulation: Need for Global Coordination and Consistent Implementation

The recent economic crisis has proved the need of a global coordination of the financial markets. Therefore, the European Union must play a leading role in a new and more efficient, globally oriented Financial Market regulation. In order to achieve this, a concrete common line between Member States is of vital importance.

The response to this crisis also needs to come through financial regulation which ensures the stability of the financial sector. There needs to be a global agreement on the implementation of provisions of the Basel III rules. Overregulation must be avoided as financial institutions must be able to provide the financing for the real economy, especially to SMEs. It is in the interest of all Member States to ensure that a credible safety net that is meant to guard against risks to the common currency.

The European Society in the 21st century: Demography and Inclusion

Even if immigration cannot be considered as a solution for demographic problems, which require long-term strategies based on a set of targeted political measures in favour of the family, it could be considered as a factor to ease in the middle-term the effects of population ageing and low fertility rate. Therefore, more efforts should be made in order to give migrants the possibility to integrate and contribute to the labour market. In addition, it is time to search for a more flexible organization of work that allows the reconciliation of work and family life and improve the gender equality regarding employment. Countries with the highest women's employment rate also have a very high fertility rate. It would also be necessary to revise the EU policy against poverty, in the context of the EU 2020 strategy, in order to support also poor families.
The Transatlantic Community: a Renewed Global Player in the World

The transatlantic community is above all a community of values. Yet, this is not enough to respond to the new global challenges that we are facing. The EU and the US must engage in a concrete dialogue to address critical issues such as the Middle-East peace process, the Arab spring, the financial crisis, relations with Russia and China, and the future of NATO. Centre-right ideology must lead to a new welfare model as well as the creation of a common economic area.

The Balkan Region: in the Path towards the EU

The EPP remains strongly committed to the European perspective of the countries in the Balkans, and underlines the need for reforms - in particular of the judiciary -, more foreign investment, capacity building and good governance. The accession of Croatia to the EU will give a positive signal to the other countries in the Balkans, keeping in mind the enlargement "fatigue" in both the EU and the Balkans.

The Black Sea Region

The strategic importance and the great potential of the Black Sea region were reiterated. Better regional integration, greater involvement, pragmatism and a long-term strategic approach are keys to fulfil the objective of an area of stability, security and prosperity.

In energy, the Black Sea Region represents a strategic interface between Europe's energy needs and Europe's suppliers. To diversify and ensure its supplies and resources, European Union should put more emphasize on new corridors. 
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